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Greetings fellow ITP colleagues, 

I’m sure we are all looking forward to getting to the point where we stop prefacing so many com-

ments by acknowledging the “unprecedented” nature of the past 18+ months.  So, out of an abun-

dance of cautious optimism, I would like to proceed here with the expectation that we are getting 

close to a return to a new version of the old normal.  The Interdisciplinary Toxicology Program fac-

ulty and student members have carried on with their work and achieved much despite the myriad 

of challenges and obstacles present in our world over these past many months. 

We enjoyed reinstituting our Welcome Back ITP event during the Fall ’21 semester, held at the 

Flinchum’s Phoenix meeting facility.  This has been a pleasant way to reconnect ITP students & 

faculty, welcome new program participants, and enjoy some good food!  Thanks to Wanda for her 

hard work in coordinating this event and to the students for again providing some challenging “Tox 

Trivia” entertainment. 

The ITP faculty membership has grown since our last newsletter was published, please review the 

listing on page 6 to see the current participating members.  New faculty include Dr. Li 

(Environmental Sciences), Dr. Kanthasamy (Physiology & Pharmacology) and Dr. Hazelton 

(Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources).  I also encourage all of you faculty members to 

continue to support the efforts and activities of our trainees as they progress through their academ-

ic careers here at UGA, their accomplishments are the highlights of the ITP! 

The ITP administrative team is unchanged for the current ‘21/’22 academic year. Dr. John J. Wag-

ner (Physiology & Pharmacology) is continuing to serve as the Interim Director of ITP.  Dr. Nick M. 

Filipov (Physiology & Pharmacology) is the ITP Graduate Coordinator and Dr. Franklin West 

(Animal & Dairy Sciences) has joined the Executive Committee as the faculty representative for the 

College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences.  Ms. Wanda Darden is continuing in her role 

as Administrative Specialist II for the ITP.   

I want to again acknowledge the support of the Graduate School 

Staff Members and the many individuals within the ITP member-

ship (students & faculty) that participate and support the pro-

gram in so many ways. Without your active participation, the ITP 

cannot effectively continue in its efforts to promote training and 

research in the discipline of toxicology here at the University of 

Georgia. 

Thanks to you All! 

 

John J. Wagner, Interim Director of ITP 
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Graduate Coordinator Notes 
 
The following is a brief summary of the ITP  for 2020-2021 academic year: 
 

Ph.D. degrees (7)  earned this past year: 
 
Ryan Mote (Dr. Nick Filipov) Veterinary Biosciences & Diagnostic Imaging, CVM 
 
Collin Preston (Dr. John Wagner) Environmental Health Science, CVM 
 
Zidao Wang  (Dr. Xiaoqin Ye) Physiology and Pharmacology, CVM 
 
Kyle Brown  (Dr. John Wagner) Physiology and Pharmacology, CVM 
 
David Haskins ( Dr. Tracey Tuberville) Savannah River Ecology Lab, CVM 
 
Lillie Barnett (Dr. Brian Cummings) Pharmaceutical & Biomedical Sciences, PBS 
 
Christian Andersen (Dr. Xiaoqin Ye) Physiology and Pharmacology, CVM 
 

Masters degree (2) 
 
Soo Shin  (Dr. Franklin West) Animal and Dairy  Science, CAES 
 
Callie McDonough (Dr. Tai Guo) Veterinary Biosciences & Diagnostic Imaging, CVM 
 

 Advanced to Doctoral Candidacy (1) this year: 
 
 
Gershon Akesee Mensah (Dr. Arthur Roberts) Pharmaceutical & Biomedical Sciences, PBS 
 
 

ITP accepted (1)new students for Summer 2020 
 
Jonathan Hancock  (Dr. Xiaoqin Ye) Physiology and Pharmacology) PhD 

 

 

Dr. Nikolay Filipov 

Graduate Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Toxicology Program 
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College of Agricultural and  

Environmental Sciences 

Sayed Hassan, Crop & Soul Sciences 
Qingguo (Jack) Huang, Crop & Soil Sciences  
Steve Stice, Director, Regenerative Bioscience Center 
William Vencill, Crop & Soil Sciences 
Franklin West, Animal & Dairy Science 

 

College of Public Health 

Marsha Black, Environmental Health Science(Ret) 
Chas Easley, Environmental Health Science 
Travis Glenn, Environmental Health Science 
Wentao Li, Environmental Health Science 
Erin Lipp, Environmental Health Science 
Luke Naeher, Environmental Health Science 
Mary Alice Smith, Environmental Health Science (Ret) 
Lili Tang, Environmental Health Science 
Jia-Sheng Wang, Department Head, Environmental 
Health Science 
Phillip Williams, Dean Emeritus, College of Public 
Health 
 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

Julie Coffield, Physiology & Pharmacology 
Gaylen Edwards, Department Head, Physiology &  
Pharmacology 
Paul Eubig, Physiology & Pharmacology 
Nikolay Filipov, Physiology & Pharmacology 
Robert Gogal, Veterinary Biosciences & Diagnostic  
Imaging 
Tai Guo, Veterinary Biosciences & Diagnostic Imaging 
Steve Holladay, Department Head, Veterinary  
Biosciences & Diagnostic Imaging 
Elizabeth Howerth, Pathology 
Anumantha Kanthasamy, Physiology & Pharmacology 
S. Mark Tompkins, Infectious Diseases 
Ralph Tripp, Infectious Diseases 
Maria M. Viveiros, Physiology& Pharmacology 
John J. Wagner, Physiology & Pharmacology 
Xiaoqin Ye, Physiology & Pharmacology 

 
 
 

 
Franklin College of Arts and Sciences 
 
Anne O. Summers, Dept. Of Microbiology 

 
Odum School of Ecology 
 
Stacey Lance, Savannah River Ecology Lab 
Ben Parrott, Savannah River Ecology Lab 
 

R.C. Wilson College of Pharmacy 
 
Michael Bartlett, Pharmaceutical & Biomedical  
Sciences 
James Bruckner, Pharmaceutical & Biomedical  
Sciences (Ret) 
Arthur Roberts, Pharmaceutical & Biomedical Sciences 
Randall L. Tackett, Clinical & Administrative Pharmacy 
Catherine White, Pharmaceutical and Biomedical  
Sciences 
Jason Zastre, Pharmaceutical & Biomedical Sciences 
 

Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources 
 
Robert Bringolf, Warnell School of Forestry & Natural 
Resources 
Tracey Tuberville, Savannah River Ecology Lab 
Xiaoyu Xu, Savannah River Ecology Lab 
Peter Hazelton, Warnell School of Forestry & Natural 
Resources 
 

Auburn University, AL 
Robert Arnold, Auburn Univ., Dept. of Drug Discovery 
and Development 
 

USDA 
Ronald T. Riley, Ret., Toxicology & Mycotoxin Research, 
Retired 
Kenneth A. Voss, Toxicology & Mycotoxin Research, 
Retired 
 

Wayne State University, MI 
Brian Cummings, Wayne State University College of 
Pharmacy & Allied Health Sciences 
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          Christian Andersen      Lillie Marie Barnett    Kyle Brown              David Haskins                          Katerine Kearns      Naomi Kramer 

                              

        Danielle Ludwig          Callie McDonough              Edith Marie McKenzie       Gershon Akese Mensah         Ryan Mote                              Collin Preston 

   Jacob Siracusa                        Soo Shin                                   Yaye Wang                            Zidao Wang                       Hannah Xu  

ITP 2020—2021 CLASS 
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 Alejandra  Bargues Carot               Seth Currie                     Jonthan Hancock               Ignacio LLada 

      Taylor Martin                        Michael O’Brien                    Alyssa Otto                      Fabian Tejedor Rojas 

         Yufei Sui                  Kylie Tager 

                                                      Summer/ Fall 2021 Cohort 
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2021 Fall Orientation 
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2021 Fall   

Retreat/Meeting 
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Student Awards and Recognitions 

2021 Spring Virtual Workshop: 

Platforms 

Lillie Barnett  First Place Transcriptomic Analysis of the Nephrotoxicity of Three Brominated Flame  
   Retardants in Rat and Human Renal Cells. Advisor: Brian Cummings  
 

Christian Andersen Second Place Long-term effects of adolescent chemotherapy treatment on uterine receptivity in 
   adulthood . Advisor: Xiaoqin Ye 
 

Danielle Ludwig Third Place  Investigating the role of manganese in neurological deficits in adult male and  
female mice exposed via the drinking water. Advisor: Nickolay Filipov 

 

National Awards: 

Naomi Kramer 2021 Renal Toxicology Fellowship.  Society of Toxicology Mechanisms specialty section.  

                                        Advisor: Brian Cummings 

David Haskins 2020  Society of Environmental Toxicology Chemistry’s 421st. Annual Meeting Award.  

                                         Advisor: Tracey Tuberville – Robert Bringolf 

Naomi Kramer 2021  Women in Toxicology: Hudson and Weisburger Student  Award. Advisor: Brian Cummings 

Naomi Kramer 2021 Graduate Student Research Award. Society of Toxicology Molecular & Systems Biology.  

 Advisor: Brian Cummings 

Lillie Barnett 2020 Society of Toxicology: Renal Toxicology Fellowship. Advisor: Brian Cummings 

Lillie Barnett 2021  Women in Toxicology: Hudson and Weisburger Student Award: Brian Cummings 

Naomi Kramer 2021 Summer Research Award. Advisor: Brian Cummings 

Katherine Kearns         2021 NIOSH Pilot/Small Project Rese arch Training Grant through the University of Alabama at  

                                         Birmingham. Advisor: Luke Naher 

Katherine Kearns         2021 Latin American and Caribbean Studies Institute: Tinker Foundation Graduate Field search  

                                         Award. Advisor: Luke Naher 
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Student Awards and Recognitions 

 

Regional Awards: 

Ryan Mote 2021 Excellence in Research Graduate student Award in the Professionalism and  

                                         Applied sciences  Advisor: Nikolay Filipov 

David Haskins              2020  Dissertation completion award. Advisors: Tracey Tuberville—Robert Bringolf 

David Haskins              2020 Charles Leon “Lee” Cherry Jr. Graduate Scholarship.  

                                        Advisors: Tracey Tuberville—  Robert Bringolf 

Katherine  Kearns       2021 Third Place Platform presentation. Environmental Health Sciences Student 

                                        Research Symposium. Advisor: Luke Naeher 
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UGATOX Officers 2021-2022 

 
 

Pictured L to R: 

Social Chair —Seth Currie 

Treasurer —Taylor Martin 

Secretary —Alejandra Bargues –Carot 

President —Naomi Kramer  

Vice President—Jonathan Hancock 
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Spotlight on Alumnus Michael H. Lumpkin, Ph,D.,DABT  

Senior Toxicologist 

 

 
Graduated PhD from UGA ITP in 2002. 
Worked 5 years as a federal govt contact toxicologist (SRC, Inc.) and 13 years with private consulting firms. 
Since 2014, worked with CTEH, LLC in Arkansas and Colorado.  
 
At CTEH, I am a consulting senior toxicologist  

Lead a team of chemical emergency responders to chemical accidents around the U.S. 
-Perform PBPK modeling for regulatory purposes 
-perform consumer product safety assessments 
-derive novel pharmaceutical occupational exposure limits 
-determine GHS/OSHA hazard classifications for products 
-design dose reconstruction studies for regulatory purposes 
-design air toxics studies on and around oil & gas well pads in CO 
-Led a team of toxicologists performing data analysis and chemical risk communication to a large workforce at the US DoE 

    Hanford Nuclear Reservation 
Since March 2020, I have been heavily involved in COVID-19 response 

-Quickly came up to speed on coronavirus virology and PCR testing technology     
 -Helped major energy and manufacturing companies develop corporate pandemic response plans  
 -Guided companies in selecting and implementing correct testing strategies to mitigate infection risk in remote work 
 locations 

-Traveled to a dozen paper mills and box plants around U.S. to assess COVID outbreaks in workforces, perform gap analyses 
 of plant infection plans, and provided COVID-19 risk communication to hundreds of workers face to face. 
Since October, I have been the senior COVID-19 consultant for Netflix (MRC Entertainment) during the filming of Ozark Season 4 in 
Atlanta. 

-I oversee a 22-member COVID Health & Safety team. 
-Work directly with directors, producers, cast, and crew to ensure that filming is conducted in a science-based safe  manner 

 -Oversee a PCR testing program of 300 cast/crew members, including setup of an at-studio full-time PCR lab and a   
   mobile rapid point-of-care PCR lab 

-Work with CTEH’s Contact Tracing team to manage periodic positive cases identified among the crew    
-Provide extensive COVID risk communication to the Ozark cast and crew to ensure they have a good understanding of the 

   current science in terms of COVID-19 spread, mitigation, testing, immunity, and vaccination. 
 -Author a weekly COVID-19 blog for the Ozark cast and crew dealing with late-breaking science or emerging issues  
   important to that production set and studio. 
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 Toxicology Alumni 

Olorunfemi Adetona PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2011 

Anna Adetona PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Augustine Agyekum PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Manoj Amaraneni PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Christian Andersen PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2021 

Amber Bacom MS-Master of Science 2004 

Lillie Marie Barnett PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2021 

Elizabeth Barnwell PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 

Kyle Brown PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2021 

Jason Boyd PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2003 

Windy Boyd PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2002 

Heather Brant MS-Master of Science 2004 

Tantiana Burns PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 

Jerry Campbell PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2004 

Ilho Cho MS-Master of Science 1998 

Russell Cole MS-Master of Science 2003 

Deanna Conners PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2004 

Amy Delinsky PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2004 

Gregory Dooley MS-Master of Science 2002 

Shashank Dravid PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2003 

Ahmed El Zowalaty PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Nikolay Filipov PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 1998 

John Finger PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2014 

Kristi Folden MS-Master of Science 2003 

Donna Glinski PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Forrest Goodfellow PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Eric Goolsby PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Neera Gopee PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2002 

Cory Gresham PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Xianglu Han MS-Master of Science 2004 

Curtis Harris PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 

David  Haskins PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2021 

Peter Hazelton PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Quanren He PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2004 

William Henderson PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2006 

Ofia Hodoh MS-Master of Science 2002 

Ryan Holem MS-Master of Science 2005 

Joseph Iburg PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2014 

Deborah Iwanowicz PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2007 

Arena Jackson PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2010 

Victor Johnson PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2002 

Ghanashyam Joshi MS-Master of Science 2010 

Minsu Kang PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Lakshmi Kelamangalath PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 
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Kristen Kellock PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Kyu-Bong Kim PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2007 

Jiyoung Kim PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2004 

John Kind PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2000 

Ramya Kolli PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Brad Konwick MS-Master of Science 2005 

Sookwang Lee PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2007 

Karen Lehocky MS-Master of Science 1999 

Rong Li PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Shangtao Liang PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Zhoumeng Lin PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Liyun Liu PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Suyang Liu MS-Master of Science 2010 

Michael Lumpkin PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2002 

Hongbo Ma PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2009 

Audrey Majeske MS-Master of Science 2003 

Carrie Marr MS-Master of Science 2000 

Sheppard Martin PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2010 

Judy Mathew MS-Master of Science 1999 

Callie McDonough MS-Master of Science 2021 

Eva McLanahan PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2007 

Brooks Mcphail PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 

Emily McReynolds PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Paul Melstrom PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2007 

Dean Meyer PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2015 

Adrian Moore PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2018 

Ryan Mote PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2020 

Michelle Norris MS-Master of Science 2008 

Taras Oleksyk PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2001 

Jay Overmyer PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2002 

Tonia Parrott PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2005 

Palak Patel PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2014 

Christopher Peredney MS-Master of Science 1999 

Jennifer Peterson MS-Master of Science 2005 

Brianna Peterson PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2007 

Collin Preston PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2020 

Guoqing Qian PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2012 

Junshan Qiu PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 

Bradley Reinhart MS-Master of Science 2003 

Elizabeth Richardson MS-Master of Science 2004 

Emily Rogers MS-Master of Science 2004 

David Rouse MS-Master of Science 2008 

Slawomir Rzucidlo PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 1998 

Suparna Sarkar PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2001 

Molly Schaefer MS-Master of Science 2006 

Daniel Schoeffner PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 1998 

Natalie Scholpa PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2015 
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Sarah Schrenk MS-Master of Science 2002 

Pankaj Sethi PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Neelesh Sharma PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2005 

Patricia Shaw-Allen PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2002 

Soo Shin MS-Master of Science 2020 

William Shoults-Wilson PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 

Gideon St. Helen PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2011 

Bin Sun PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2010 

Matthew Taylor PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2008 

Glenn Tillman MS-Master of Science 2007 

Chi-Yen Tseng MS-Master of Science 2013 

Masashi Tsunoda PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 1998 

Olga Tsyusko PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2004 

Jason Unrine PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2004 

Matthew Urich PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2019 

Kelley Van Vreede MS-Master of Science 1997 

Tara Vogelien MS-Master of Science 2004 

Aswani Vunnava MS-Master of Science 2007 

Rahat Wadhwa-Desai PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Angel Wall MS-Master of Science 2004 

Jincheng Wang PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Zidao Wang PHD – Doctor of Philosophy 2020 

Hongye Wei MS-Master of Science 2015 

Robert Wentworth PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 1998 

Clyde Whitworth MS-Master of Science 1956 

Lonnie Williams PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2006 

Denita Williams PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2010 

Robert Williams PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Rachel Worley PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Xian Wu PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2016 

Shuo Xiao PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2013 

Li Xu PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2010 

Joella Xu PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2019 

Kathy Xue PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2017 

Neera Young MS-Master of Science 2004 

Fei Zhao PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2014 

Jun Zhou PHD-Doctor of Philosophy 2018 
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Support the Interdisciplinary Toxicology Program 

We want to take this opportunity to invite you to make a financial contribution to 
the UGA Toxicology Program. You can make a secure credit card contribution 
online https://gail.uga.edu/give. Type "Interdisciplinary Toxicology Program" in the 
"Special Instructions/Comments" field. Doing so will ensure that your gift is di-
rected to the Toxicology Program. 

The Interdisciplinary Program in Toxicology Fund is the University of Georgia 
Foundation's discretionary account supporting the activities of the Interdiscipli-
nary Toxicology Program. It enables the Program to hose internationally recog-
nized speakers, hold conferences and workshops and provide support for gradu-
ate students to attend national meetings and present scientific results. 
 
All contributions are tax-deductible. 

 

Thank  you!! 

 

The Interdisciplinary Toxicology Program 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
501 D. W. Brooks Drive – Rm. 2120 
Athens, GA 30602 
www.toxicology.uga.edu  
  

https://gail.uga.edu/give
http://www.toxicology.uga.edu

